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STOUT OF A CANNONEER
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A Si-ugg- l ng Match Under Ad-

verse Circumstances.
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1TII tlie first streak of
day on the morning of
the Gth of liny it be-

gan again, this lime
more to our left ; nud
wc shifted position in
that direction, so ns

- 'r .at.. 4r --.-
to leave the point of

c ar kvzj iv i&
i..aaTz lis B--J

woods iu onr old front
more on onr right, and
to look with our muz-

zles more toward the
place where the plank

road comes out of the "brush into the clear-la- p,

south of the Lacey House. "We now
got orders to "get the canister ready " and to
"retire the caissons,3' because the unceasing
crash of the musketry which had receded
from us the day before was now steadily
approaching; which meant, of course, that
the Johnnies were drixin? onr infautry in
on the south side of the pike. "We had not
been here long when the first rush of strag-
glers began toemerccfrom the woods in our
front, and we could distinctly hear the rebel
yell through the brush. The musketry in the
meantime beat anything I had ever heard.
Unbroken by the hoarser roar of artillery
anywhere on the line, it was one solid, sav
age crash, crash, without the slightest lull
or iniermifistou, extending along a line over
two roUca in length, of which we were about
in rear of the right center. "We could do
nothing, because all the horses this side of
TopJiet oenld not have pulled a gun through
the brawli in which the infantry were fight-
ing. As for the roads, there were only two,
the plank sod the pike, and they were at
tht place simply wide paths through
thick em.

Oer artillery had but one chance of workj
and that was if our infantry should fall
hfcek into the Lcey clearing, and the rebels
should attempt to force the position at and
about the Widera Tavern. And about
10 o'clock in the morning it seemed as if we
woald get that chance. The crash and the
yells had kept coming onr way for half an
hoar, when suddenly our infantry (Cutlet
Brigade the Old Iron Brigade)

CAME PEI.L XKI.T. OUT OT THE "WOODS

a little to the loft of oar front, in some con-fiMM- B.

They had not been broken by the
caoery, bat. their format! m had been de-

stroyed by the density of the thickets where
they fought. Then came rapid commands to
enrage front with theleftand center sections;
to "fire to ibe left; load canister ready."
Bat the narrow clearing was full of Cutler'
disordered infantry; so we stood at a ready,
pieces sighted and lanyards in hand, for sev-
eral minutes, expecting to &t--e the enemy's
line ewofigc from the brush. Meantime Cut-
ler ffttlry had sagged to the left toward
the Gcrjnania road, or were seeking shelter
in the Htde ravine on our left front, and in
a few minutes they cleared a path for our
caniflier.

But tfce Johnnies, when they came to
the edge of the brawli and saw 22 guns
looking at thorn from the Lacey House knoll,
beitted, and instead of charging, as we
expected them to do, lay down in the edge
of the brush and began fcharpsbooting at us
gad our then rallying infantry. To this we
instantly replied with canister, which, after

few ineffectual rounds, was changed to
CStHO,

Or oenisa, they bad no artillery, as thoy
bad come through brush that men with
tawkots could hardly penetrate, let alone
teams and gan-carriao- s. I do not know
wlwi we did to them with our cariifcter and
case-sho- t, but they hit four or five of us in
the throe batteries with their aharpahooting,
i&ongh it was tolerably long musket-rang- e.

Bt they did notoriously follow our broken
infantry beyond the edge of the brush. I
wil! say here that I have seen it stated in
artidea pWiahod since the war, in mag-
azine written by Confederate officers, that
tboir troops at this time Cregg'a Texans
and Bemiiag'ji Georgians "got into the
Gormnni. road ad within piatol-sho- t of the
WibServeae Tarcm." And thai, "if they
had been suitably supported, would have
cot cr linos in two at that point and sepa-
rated the Army of the Potomac." To this
I have to say that from where our battery
stood we could see half a mile in cither di-

rection, right or Joft, along the Germania
road, sad the Wilderness Tavern was per-
haps about half a mile in onr roar, also in
plaia sight, and I did not bee dti ring the
whole 0th of May any rebel more than 10
rods outside the edge of the brush that
fringed the Lacoy clearing, and even those
dtdnft. stay out of the brush long. I am sure
that if they had "got into the Germania
road within pistol-sh- ot of the tavern," there
would have been music by the full band on
the Laocy House knoll, where we were, aud
Cooper and Wink and Rittcnhouse!

Well, barring controversy on this point, it
was now toward noon of May G. The John-
nies liad
BltlVJStC IvAIMnvOBTHfe WIIOI.l! DIVISIOK
in; Uiey had killed thi grand old man and
apfjured his corpse, and they had slopped

in fxeni of our gun at the edge of the lacey

clearing. Then the heavy artillery troops
came into action as infantry. These heavy
artillery were men who hnd enlisted or had
been drafted to "serve in fortifications."
They had got tho idea that they had made
a contract with the Government to " man
earthworks," but did not suppose that thoy
would ever bo required to capturo the
"earthworks" that they were to "man." So

when this "soft-brea- d brigade" of Kitch-ing'- s,

as we used to call them, the Gth and
15th N. Y. H. A began to filo down the
Germania road and deploy on onr lino left
in front, our irreverent old Regulars inquired

i
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A Tkxak PjiiLosopirnn.
whether "they had yet been 30 days out of
the fortifications or not," and "if they
weren't afraid that they wore now going to
man some intrenchmeut on tho wrong
side' etc.

But soldiers will be soldiers, you know,
and so you must forgive the old devils of
Bloody B, who had never known what it was
to have caver in a single fight, from Manas-
sas to the "Wilderness, if they did poke a lit
tle fun at the "heavy artillery."

The Gth X. Y. swung close to us as they
slowly deployed, aud I recognized in their
ranks a boy nanud Peck, who was an old
schoolmate. I yelled at him, "Hello, Al;
what are you doing here?"

He heard me aud tecognized my voice,
looked back as they swept by us, and
shouted, "Hello, B ; is that you? We're
looking forfortification-j.- "

They found them as the casualty records
show more eloquently than words can say
later in the afternoon. Of course wc jxkcd
fun at the heavy artillery the "Soft-brea- d

Brigade" before they had been in action.
But not afterwards; because the records
and reports of the "Wildcmews, Spottsyl-vani- n,

Cold Harbor, and the 18th of June
show that

XO TKOOI'g FOUGHT JIlITTKIt

or fared worne than those same heavy ar-
tillerymen serving as infantry. Thoy truly
"manned earthworks," rebel earthworks;
they " munned them " from the wrong side.
They got in aud stayed there. They are
there yet, or under tho shade of tho trees
at Arlington.

No troops fought better, fared harder, or
died gamer. The heavy artillery "went in"
about 3 p. in., and the enemy fell back
through the brush in our immediate front.
But the "heavier," when they got to the
clearing on the other side of the brush
were assailed in their turn and driven back
with great los. During this time another
frightful battle had been going on to our
left on the line of the plank road, and from
the sounds we thought our folks were
being forced back to the Brock road. There
was plenty of work for the artillery down
there, judging from the sound, and wc after-
ward learned that the Sixth Corps batteries
that weie with Getty's Division, and those
of the Second Corps, did fine business in the
open ground where the Urock road crones the
plank. It was rumored up our way about 4

or 5 o'clock in the afternoon that the line of
the Second Corp? had been forced at the in-

tersection of the Urock road and the plank,
and that the enemy were sweeping up the
Germania road toward the "Wilderness
Tavern. This would have brought them in
our left and rear. But they did not come.
Of course we know now that they simply
stormed one salient in Hancock's in-

trenched line, and were immediately driven
out of it by Sprigg Carroll's Brigade. In the
afterneon we could see that the woods were
oiffire on the southern edge of the Lacey
clearing, the fire extending away to our
left, and this made ns apprehensive for the
wounded of our infantry, who were lying
helpless iu this brush in great numbers. The
fighting iu our immediate front south side
of the turnpike had pretty much ceased by
A o'clock; but Stevenson's Division, of the
Ninth Corps, had now como up, and went
into tho brush in the same place where
Crawford's Division had attacked in the
morning.

at Ffitar tjiby drovk Tin: knkmy
clear out of the brush, and wc could see the
smoke of their musketry rolling up iu great
volumes ovor in the clearing on the other
side. But they soon cams hack pell-mel- l,

and were reformed, some in the Lacey clear-
ing and others uqt until thoy had got back
to the Germania road, where there was
now quite a line of earthworks.

Night was now' corning on. In our own
front all was q let except spattiiijr pfckoUshotq.
To the left things were cooling on, though
there were ocoatfoual crushes of heavy mus-
ketry down them a late as 0 o'clock.. Hut just
at dnik a fearful uproar set in on our right
juit north of the pike. This whs nut far from
our positien. The brush hero Jlneil the pike
on iu north side, and the formation of the
ground was such that wc could not see tho
clearing beyond which, J believe, was part of
the Sjwtunvood farm. But it was now dusk
enough so that the rapid-llashni- g volleys over
therts would ljKht up the sky like "

Summer night, and we could dis-
tinctly hear the yells of the troop?. As tho
firing rapidly swept back toward the Germa-
nia road, wc know that tho Sixth Corps, on our
right, was being driven In, and weall momenta-
rily expected an attack along the pike, which
would have made a night battle.

To meet this probable attack, sections of Rlt-toiihou-

quia and one of the volunteer bat-
teries Cooper, I think wero ordeied into
position to comm&nd the pike, but only IJJt--

tonboupc wont Into lmt'cry. This flurry proved
to bo an attempt to turn our right Hank, held
by Wright's and Kickotls's Divisions, of tho
Sixth Corps. It resulted iu tho capturo of
Gons. Snymnur and Slialcr, with portions of
their brigades, and forced the right, of thoSIxth
Corps back to tho Spottswood House, which
lino they hold after repulsing a renewed eilort
of the enemy. No part of tho FifLlt Corp, in-

fantry or nitillery, wus Involved in this allhir,
except to get icady for an apprehended attack,
as ahovo stated. However, it was a trying timo
for half an hour or so, as a succoful attack on
our right think just at that stage of the cou-Jli- ct

Would havo had a serious oli'ect on tho
troops of the center and loft wing. Hut. no at-
tack was made on our front, and after about
half an hour of

PCUAMW.INn.YKI.T.lNa AND CRASHING
up thoro (to tho right), ovory thing stopped as
if by magic. In a few minutes wo om solves
limbered up and foil back to tho road, whero
wc bivouacked for tho night; having bold ono
position, with but little change, on tho Lacey
House knoll for two days and one night. Our
loss had been but ono man, wounded Malo
Freeman not badly.

This battle of tho Wilderness was a singular
struggle. Jt was contested for two days on a
line approximately four miles long, by about
90,000 troops on our side and (55,000 on theirs,
and there was no open ground anywhere wido
enough for a division to deploy on. Artillery
could havo been used there, but only In shell-
ing woods and thickots at random. The battle
was brought on by tho rebels moving up to
us on tho pike nud plank roads and strik-
ing tho Hank of our column as wo moved
along tho Germania road and tho Brock, which
intersect tho other two at about right angles.
The rebels could havo but ono reasonable
object in this move, and that must havo boon
tho hope of repeating CiiancelloiHville. I havo
seen it stated that Gen. Leo believed that ho
had us whipped on tho night of tho Gth, aud
expected that wo would retreat, back across tho
Rapidan or toward Fredericksburg.. But that
hopo was soon shaltorod. As for tho fighting,
it was simply bushwhacking on a grand scale,
in brush whore all formation beyond that of
icgimonts or companies was soon lost, aud
whero such a thine as a consistent lino of

!,bntt!o on cither side was impossible. 1 knew. ...ii?!. ,..i i i iji insfoubiii imauiryman uameu Jiouncs, who
walked right into tho rebel sklrinish-liu- o on
the Gth, about the timo Wadsworth was killed.
Ho surrendered, and a rebel was sent to tho
rear with him. In two minutes Holmes and
his guard walked right into our own lines, and
that in broad daylight. After dark on tho fith
four or 11 vo men who had straggled from
Ayros's Brigade were halted by Bartlctt's
skirmiflhois, surrendered to them, and had
been started off toward tho Wilderness Tav-
ern under guard before it was discovered tjiat
thoy were our own men. During tho night of
the f)th two men camolmck to the Lacoy House,
both 6lightly wounded. Ono was a rebel, be-

longing to Hill's Corps, aud tho other was one
fof our men from Crawford's Divirton. They
hnd got together in tho bnibh ; both bad lost,
their muskets, and as tho brush was getting

thuy made tho best of thoir way out of it
together, taking their cbanccn as to which of
tho two lines thoy might fall into. A man
named Coombs, of tho N. Y., whom I
know, got lost In Bartlott's attack In tho after-
noon of tho ."th, and after dark found himself
away down to onr left among the troops of tho
Second Corps, on tho Brock road, and ho had
passed at least two miles In tho roar of tho
rebel Hmw, and through thorn twice, unchal-
lenged. Ho told mo that whn hecamo to tho
Second Corps front on tho Brock road about 10
o'clock at night, and was halted, ho answer-
ed: "I belong to the 44th N. Y.; who iu tho

aro you?" Ho hadn't tho remotest idea
where ho was.

Tin; Jtnnni. i'iito.vi;ris
taken on tho Gth scorned convinond that wo
wore whipped aud mint retrunt. They bad an
idwi that t boy had cut our army m two, and
that the Second Corp wa-- j totally rut off below
the plank rojtd. It was impossible to mako
them understand that wo woro only just

u fight. 1 suppose thuru were hun-
dreds of ftuch instaucos.

One old fellow was brought up out of tho
brush at tho south edgo of tho Lacoy clearing.
Ho belonged to the Gth Texas, of Grog'n Bri
gade. Ho had been hit iu tho shin by a bullet;
which had temporarily paralyzed hi log, with-
out breaking tho bono, at tho uxtroitm point of
thoir advance iu tho afternoon of tho Gib, and
so was loft in our hamlb when thoy foil bnck.
Some of tho boys asked htm what fn thought
of thubattlo. Hu was a comical old on?, nod
his reply wus: " Battle ! bo . It ain't no
battle! It's a worse riot than f'hickamauga
was J" (Ho hnd buuu with LongsfroHatOhick-amaug- a

tho Fall before.) "You Ymikx don't
ci 11 this a battle, do you? At Chiekamauga
tbcro vasat least a rear but hero there ain't
neither front nor rear. Jt alia 'Iihm!
And our two armies ain't notliln' but howlin'
mobs! I'm a-b- I in thero ain't a General, frm
old Grant aud Marso Rohan down, that knows
a thing about whar his troops Ih, or what
has happened to 'cm I"

I'm afraid tho old Texan was moro than half
right. But ho sat thoro and contentedly sop-
ped his game leg witli ;i spare spongo whilo ho
gnawed at a hardtack that one of tho artillery-
men had given him.

However, tho battle of tho Wlldflruoss was a
stand-of- f nil round, wo thought. If I had been

li . A, I r
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A Mujtnrcnoufl Shot.
referee I should havo decided it "a draw "and
"declared all hots off." Wohadlosthuavily; but
so had tho Johnnies, and, as it proved, wo could
afford Jt bettor than thoy could, As a factor iu
tho general result, undeliberate conclusion Is
that, tho battle of tho Wilderness was a disaster
to tho rebel cause on tho whole, But they had
made tho most of thoir advantages of position
and tho nature of the ground; they had fought
bettor than ever before; aud though wo wero
considerably superior to them in total numbers,
tho peculiarity of tho situation broken coun-
try aud thick brush, whero ovory wood road
and cow-pat- h was well known to thorn and
strange to our troops largely noutrali.od this
advantage. Wo loat more men than they did ;
but their losses were larger than ours, reckon-
ed by percentage of numbers engaged.

And wo could repair our Josses, while thoy
could not replace their doad aud disabled men.
Honcc, 1 awoi l that tho battle of tho Wilder-nea- s

was to all intents aud purposes u defeat for
tho rebels.

SrOTTfiVTVANM.
Wc alaid al the Lacey Houso all day the 7th

of May, and at night moved down by tho Brock
road to a place where the road forks, near
Spottsylvania Courthouse. Hero wo halted
early in the morning of tho 8th, and rested
awhile and got our breakfast.

Gen. Warren, Gen, Wainwrighl, and some of
tho battery commanders Stewart among them

rccon noitcrcd further down tho road, and
discovered that Urn enemy was busily intrench-
ing across the Brock road in front of a bouse
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called "Spindlor's ITotwc," whoro the rond to
tho "Old Courtliouso" forks with tho Brock,
and that thoy had gnus in position there.
This position, as wo afterward learned to our
cost, was very advantageous.

It seemed that Gen. Wan-o- did not nt first
approhond the strongth of tho robol position.
Ho hud Gon. Morrjtt dismount a lot of his cav-
alry and form thorn off to tho right of tho old
road as (lankore, and thou proceeded to assault
tho enemy's works with Robinson's Division ;
Gon. Warren leading tho troops In person.

Gen. Jtohinsou vm wounded, and his
troops driven back in somo confusion about
Alop's House. It may scorn queer for a Can-
noneer to criticize such a splendid otllceras
Warron was, but it stnick mo at tho f lino that
ho was not cautions bore. I think ho should
havo mado us pound thorn awhilo boforo

with tho Infantry. That was what ho
did artor tho first repulse, and I think bo
should havo done it at first.

Another thing to bo considered is that tho
march tho night bifforo had been very hard
and fatiguing to tho ftifmitry, who not only
marched several miles, bub had boon compelled
to help clear tho road of trees that tho rebels
had felled across it in thoir retreat, and, as
this was oarly iu tho morning, thoy had not
rested a bit, except to breakfast on hardtack,
pork aud cold water, thero having been no
cbauco to mako coffee.

After tho war I met Cn. Warren nt the Bb-hl- tt

House, in Washing! J., jl having known
him bofore, I Bald very milch those same tilings
to him. Ho said that his idea was then that

Dkatii of Gen. Skikiwicic.
tho rebels had only reached that point tho
sumo morning, or late that night, and ko ho
thought thoy could nollfavo intrenched much,
and bunco tho beat thing to do was to attack
them at once, boforo thoy could got a chanco
to dig. But if ho had 'known that thoy had
been there all night, a was afterward clearly
ascertained, ho would ijavo attacked with tho
artillery first and put the infantry in after-
ward.

However, after tho repulse of Robinson's Di-

vision, it was apparent tlwt thoy would have
to bo pretty well shakoif up with artlllory bo-
foro infautry could do anything,

AND TUHM CAMS OttK TUBS.
It had long been tho rnlo in Walnwrlght's

Artlllory Brigade, whon any serious rloic-quur-tc-

work was to bo .doao, to "order Stewart
tip." So ours and Mnrtm'a (Walcqtt'a) Jlmm-cbusft- ts

battery woro'no,atjrred up some dis-
tance beyond Alisop's I,' jae, forming wn artil-
lery front lino of 12 guVs, wbllo Witwlnw'a (N.
Y.) and Ritlcnhous'$ wm iu support nearer
tho houc. 1 cannot rciuoiohor wiintMwk and
Coopur wero doing jmc at that (Imp. In this
mnnuorHti'wartaud Wnlcott engaged 12 or M
guns of tho enemy, well posted. Just back of
tho A loop House tho Broek road forks, making
What the Inhabitants there call tho "old road"
nud tho "new road," Tho "now road" la tho
easterly one of the two. Tltny como togotiior
again junt boforo reaching tho Splndlcr House,
whoro tho rebels hud mado thoir earthwork
across the road, with rodoubts in tho form of
bastion raking It front or taking tho road
from oitbnr aide en eeharpc In these works
they bad several guuaiufpiutod -- probably about
V2 or Itand long Hanking breastworks on
either sldo full of (if fan try. Tho thick brush
camo up oloso to the "old rond," on tho west,
whilo tho "now road.,ron the uunl. ran alonir
tho bank of a litllo ravine or gully formed by
rivulet that hoailgd right iu front of the rebel
works, and ran north Into tho Ny, Tho space
between tho two romii was mostly an "old
field," with Httlo cluuipd of stunt jilno and

Jack-oa- k trees, all burn and desolate-lookin- g, as
if good for nothing except to fight a battle on.
Tho place where wo unHinborod was, It scorned
to mu, unfavorable. TIio ground roso a Httlo
Iu our front, ny that we could notsoo tho rebels'
heads over tho low cresr, l havo always thought
wo would havo do no on work bettor if wo had
gono on tho higher ground to our right aud
uiilhnborcd thoro; tlmugh, of courso, that
would havo brought Uij within easy mtiHkct-rang-o

of thoir Hanking works, which was not
the case whoro wo wenj;

However, tho old battery was used to "easy
innaket-raugo- ," and welalways bad a partiality
for point-blan- k busings. Bo this as it may,
wo went in hero aud opened with case, sight-
ing tho guns to .gniviu tho low crest In our
front. Tho enemy replied with spirit, and ono
of tho first men hit In the battery was Ltout.
Thomas Goodman, commanding tho loft hoc-Ho- n,

(u which I then was. This Liout. Good-
man had recently joinfld us, and was only serv-
ing with our battory temporarily.

As tlio tiring began, Ijo said something to
Sorg't Thorpe or Sanborn, nud had hardly got
the words out of his mouth when ho wuh bit,
fell mortally wounded, and died a few days
uftorward. Tho practice was very ditllcult. It'
wo cleared the crest li; our front tho cuso-sho- t
would olthcr

WCIT.ODB IN TMK AIR OR OO CU.KAR OVRIt.
Honco It. was necessary to "grazo" them and

let them cxplodo as they struck, which would
scud thoir bullets and fragments tumbling lu
on top of tho rebels In thoir redoubts. This, as
any artillerist Icuowh, is. tho very hardest kind
of practice. If tho crosit Is closo to yon, all you
havo todo Irj reduce your powder ehurgo till you
get tho exact range, and Then you can drop your
sliolls or case right on tho top of them, mortar-fashio- n.

But in this affair tho crest was closo
to tho rebels and distant from us, so that wo
couldn't mako "mortui'-pmclico,- " but, as above
stated, had to explode jur caHo-sho- b "on tho
grazo," to do any execution.

On tho contrary, tho rebels had a chunco of
"mortar-pructlco- " at uh, ns uhovo explained,
and thoy certainly made. tho most of It. How-
ever, wo rapidly got tho upper-han-d as soon as
wo established our range, and In about half an
hour thoy ceased to reply. GrUiln's Infantry
Division was now brought forward, and wo
limbered up and took a now position to our
right of tho east road, Hose to tho edge of tho
woods, and near the orc&t of tho high ground.

Rittonhomo came upon our right, but as tho
ground was not advantageous, did not form
thoro, but went further oyer near tbosouth fork
of I ho road, aud formed, with ono of tho Now
York batteriesMink's, I believeon the other
sido of tho Brock road.- - As I romombor now,
RitlouhouBo was wounded hero, but whether
sovorely or not I cannot recall. (At all events,
I know that I saw him about two weeks after,
iu commuud of his battory, In front of Jericho
Ford.)

J t was now pretty near noon, May 8. All tho
infantry of tho' Fifth Corps was in position, and
Wright's Division, of tha Sixth, was filing out
into tho AIbo.t clearing Immediately behind us,
Tho battle of this day iscallod byjiomu "Laurel
Hill," byotjiors "Alspp's Fiold," etc.; but I
will call.lt tho fir33t day of Spottsylvania
because it was really .part of tho groat battle of
Spottsylvania Courluoiiso,

At this point I will explain that as wo wero
now on tho high gropml whoro thoro wore no
springs or brooks, wo $oro distressed for want
of water to dvlukj our canteens having bcon

emptied dnrlng tho night march and at break-
fast in tho morning. Besides, wo could not re-

plenish our buckets with water to spongo with.
Sosomo of our men wont off to tho right, whoro
thoro was a littlo hollow, in which It was sup-
posed water could bo found. Thoy found both
water and firo; for tho enemy bad como out of
bis trenches, and his skirmishers attacked this
party, wounding and capturing ono of thorn
Johnson who never camo back, aud who was
said to havo ended his days amid

TIIK IIORKORS OP ANDKRSONVII.LK
somctimo afterward. Bill was a good, honest
follow, not ovor bright, but bravo and faithful ;

and as his timo would havo boon out iu a fow
wcoks bis fato was particularly hard.

At this timo it was apparent that Gon. War-
ron iutonded to repeat his assault with tho
infantry. Bartlott's Veteran Brlgado now de-
filed into tho odgo of tho brush, past our right,
and deployed out toward tho slashed woods on
tho left front of tho rebel works. I had a
cousin in this brigade in ono of tho New York
regiments. tho 44th. Ho was killed in Bart-
lott's attack, nuo his Captain (Rex ford) told mo
afterward that ho "novor know what hurt
him."

As I said, Bartlott's Veteran Brigade swept
by our right, donloycd, and in fivo minutes that
eternal crash of musketry began again. Wo
could now sco that tho enemy had pulled bis
guns out of his advanced works and was pos-
itioning them in tho heavier rotronohed work
in his second lino, leaving only infantry in h'i3
old works at tho forks of tho "'.That Hartlett would Imvo u... , .J it
tho first dash is certain but for tho slashing.
Somo of his men did got into tho enemy's works
on thoir right, but had to got out again in con-Bcquo-

of tho others not being ablo to get
through tho slashing. 1 heard that tho lGth
Mich, had thoir colors planted on tho onomy's
breastwork for somo minutes In tills charge,
waiting for tho 83d Fa. nud 44th N. Y. to got
through tho Mashing. Tho lalo Congressman
James Laird, of Nebraska, thou a private sol-

dier fn tho Kith Mich., is my authority for this.
Gen. Bartlott himself Bays that his brigade took
a fow prisoners from somo part of theso works.
But, on the wholo, Bartlctt was repulsed from
tho robel main line, though his troops and
those of Ayrcs did not rctiro very far, but took
Up and intrenched our lino on tho crest, which
wo held during tho rest of tho flghtiug about
Spottsylvania Courthouse. At night our bat-
tory was withdrawn, to an inner lino nearer
our first position.

Tho first day of Spottsylvania was over.
Night settled down on the scene, and a cold,
drizzling rain foil nearly till morning. Our
losses woro thrco men killed, threo mortally
wounded, and eight or 10 wounded, of whom
six woro disabled, besides fivo or six others
slightly hit.

Thophcuomonally largo percentage of killed
to wounded was duo to tho fact that tho casual-
ties woro all from artillery firo, all tho men
hit bolng struck by solid shot or pieces of shell
or case-sho- t. Lieut. Goodman was hit iu tho
head, and fell after staggering about 10 foot.

AS SOON AS MKUT. GOODMAN VFA.L

Stowart, who, with all his courago and oven
ferocity iu battle, could novor bear to sco ono
of his men dio, turned ami went out of tho sec-
tion toward the right of the battery. But Good-
man got right up, ond, though bis bead wo?
bleeding, appeared to bo not badly hurt. Tho
ball bad jtint grazed his head without pene-
trating the skull. It was doubtless ouo of tho
flying, mfs-silc-

s from an oxplodlng caso-sho- t.

Serg't Thorpo, commanding tho No. 1 gun of
.our section, picked upGoodman'scapand band-
ed it to him, Tho shot had driven tho cross-canno- ns

of the artlllory clear through tho cap.
Goodnuintmk tho cap, thanked Sorg't Thorpe
for his attention, and said, laughingly: "It's
only a soratoh.ibut it wa a closo call." Thoh
ho almost instantly fainted. Ho was then
taken to tho rear, and died In a fow days. It
was aald that a blood vessel in lib brain was
ruptured, and that ho died of internal hemor-
rhage on tho brain. I havo no doubt but that
tho round balls contained iu casa-sh- ot struck a
much harder blow when thoy only grazed tho
iiouo tuuu ttio conical ride-bullet- s would do.
Stewart was much affected by tho death of
Goodman, as bo was a gallant officer, and bad
boon with us only a fow days.

I was knocked down in our first position by
tho atr concussion of a shell, which exploded
almost in my faco, killed ouo man and wound-
ed several others; but I was not hurt, except a
queer nurnbucs3 about my bead and temporary
deafness.

ONK MAN'S HEAD WAS PARTLY SHOT OFF,
and ho was a frightful spectacle! I actuallv
saw bis skull fly I Ho must havo boon struck
in tho faco by an unoxploded shell or solid shot,
and never know what hurt him.

For tho sumo reason that mado such a fearful
petcontugo of killed In this fight, the injuries
of tho wounded wero all suvure. Of tho
wounded two or thrco lost limits. Ono of theso
was a Wisconsin man. whoso time tliroo years

was out In u fow days. Ho had boon with
tho battery since 1861, and was ono of tho best
men in It. Ho felt that it was pretty hard luck
to loso a leg just aUiho ond of a gallant career,
after escaping, as ho bad, tho carnage of Ma-
nassas, Anliotam, Fredericksburg aud Gettys-
burg. Wo nil sympathized with him, but' it
was tho "fortune of war."
. I havo often thought of tho queer vagaries of
snot in n oonnonoile. Tlii.s artillery duel at
Spottsylvania lasted about half an hour, and
during that timo tho air was literally alive
with all kinds of projectiles. I do not know
how many shell and caso-sho- t burst in and
ovor tho battory, but iu our section all tho cas-
ualties resulted from ono solitary rasa-sho- t, ng

tho ono that killed Goodman.
This caso-sho- t was "a corkor." It killed

Root, mortally wounded Van Duson, wounded
ono of tho Johnsons and Wilkison severely,
and Sanborn and Serg't Thorpo slightly, and

TAD NKOOTiATES fou Taiitai:.
knocked mo down by tho concussion, besides
shaking up tho mon on tho loft gun of tho con-to- r

section, though nut hurting any of them.
It exploded closo to tho ground, right In tho
interval between tlio two guns ot tho section,
about 20 foot forward of tho iuuzkIo, tho moat
otl'uctivo possible pluco for a caso-sh- ot to ex-
plode. Thoy exploded a shell iu tho right sec-
tion, almost on tho ground, and iu a monitor
exactly similar to this one, but, straugo to
say, It

DID NOT DO ANY SElttOUS DAMAOK.
This was tho first timo I had boon under a

heavy aud well-sustaine- d cannonade. My pre-
vious experience had bcon chiefly with charg-
ing Hues of tho enemy's Infantry, as at tho
Gettysburg Railroad Cut, with a fow sliolls
thrown iu for variety; whilo, as boforo related,
wo took no part worth montloning in tho great
artillery duel of tho third day of Gettysburg.
But horo at Spottsylvania it was a rogulor
"slugging match" botwoon bottorlos, with tho
advantage of position and lay of tho ground
largoly In favor of tho onomy. Ho sorved his
guns rapidly and woll, hut many of his ease-ali- ot

aud sholls howlod jU3t ovor our houds, or

toro up tho ground lu our midst without burst-
ing.

I havo sinco loarnod that onr antagonists
wero somo of tho Washington Artillery, from
Now Orleans, and McCarthy's Virginia battory.
My informant, now a journalist in Now Or-
leans, Maj. Gcorgo Dupre, says that thoir fuas
wero nearly ntl bad, so that their shell and
case woro littlo bottor than solid shot would
havo boon. Whoreas, ho says, nearly ovory
ono of our caso-sh- ot

? BURST RIGHT IN TnEIR FACF3,
so that, notwithstanding that they wero par-
tially covered by tho slight redoubts thoy had
mado during tho latter part of the night, we
soon mado tho position untenable. However,
quite enough of their shells and caso burst
properly to meet all my requirements. I must
not bo understood as finding fault with their
fuses on my own account.

Tbis was also tho first timo I had been in
closo action uudor tho Immediato command of
Stewart, oxcept tho littlo flurry ot nightfall on
July 2 nt Gettysburg, our loft balf-battor-y hav-
ing operated independently of his tho first day,
as before described. But horo wo were all to-

gotiior, in close order, aud the Old Man had
abundant opportunity to show his skill as an
artillerist. Ho got hurt in one log someway,
probably by a stone torn up by a grazing shot,
or perhaps a piece of spent shell, but paid no
attention to it. He went along from gun to
gun, instructing tho gunners and praising the
Cannonnccrs. Ho "would watch a shot, and
when ho saw tho dirt fly from the crest where
the shot grazed and then oxptoded he would
slap tho gunner on tho back and toil him,
" You'vo got her just right, now, my son ; keep
hor right thoro 1"

He got a bravefc of Captain for that day's
work, ond right well did ho do3orve it, too. I
have always considered the work of Stowart's
battory the first day of Spottsylvania as tho
finest piece of purely artillery practice under
difficulties of position and ground that I ever
knuw.

Stewart was very proud of tho performance
of tho battery at Spottsylvania tho Sth of May.
Prior to that timo the history of tho battery
had been mainly rough-and-tumb- le fights with
infantry at closo quarter?, which involved sim-
ple "slugging" with double-canisto- r, as at An-tieta- m

and Gettysburg, with very littlo oppo-
rtunity for nico artillery practico. At Freder-
icksburg the battery hud engaged tho enemy's
artillery at a fair range, and had driven one of
his batteries out of action, after dismounting
one of his guns and blowing up a caisson or
two. But this fight at Spottsylvania was
purely an artillery combat, undisturbed by in-

fantry fire, oxcept occasional pot-shot- s by
sbarpsbootors at very long range, which, so
far as I recollect, had littlo or no offect. It
was fought under circumstances of position
and ground calculated to bring into play all the
skill and precision that an Artilleryman can
command. Tho eiiomy was screened from
point-blan- k firo by an elevation in his front,
and was, besides, protected by slight cpauie-mcu-ts

of earth and logs, which ho bad thrown
up during tho previous night; while we bad no
protection whatever. On all side9 there was
universal praise for the behavior of the battory

from Gons. Warren, Griffin, Cutler, Bartlett.
Ayrcs. and Wainwright, Chief of Artijlory of
tho Fifth Corps. Walcott's 3d Mass. battery,
iu lino with us, though at somo little distance,
was also superbly served ; though, as it was not
iu such an exposed position as wo woro in,
atid, besides, as tho enemy seemed to concen-
trate his firo more on uj. the Bay State boys
did not suffer as much as wa did. Their loss,
as I remembor, was about 12 men killed and
wounded to our 20-od- d. Stewart afterward
wrote a very flno report of this cngagoiuonr, t
ranntlotunK a good many of the boys and call-
ing Gen. Wahrwright's attention to their con-
duct. This roport should appear when tho
War Records arc published. A protracted ar-tille- rj-

duol, such as wo had at Spottsylvania,
is by no moans so stirring an event as'a close-quart- er

fight with charging infantry, hko we
had at tho Gettysburg Railroad Cut, or at the
Antictam Cornfield, and honco does not admit
of such vivid dcacriptiou. When a battery is
fighting infantry in tbut way, it is simply au
exchange of double-cuuUto- r for musketry, and
while lu such cases tho casualties aro almost al-

ways severe, if tho infantry stands up to its
work woll, tho conditions of tbo fight will bo
exciting and inspiriug to tho Cannoneers, so
that thoy will uot, for tho time being, realize
tbo full extent of thoir danger, but will
bo ulisorhod by a desiro to destroy tho
infautry in thoir front. For this reason a
woll-traino- d battery always appears at its host
whon resisting an infautry charge, as at tho
Gettysburg Railroad Cut. or when standing up
to Its work against a honvyand destructive firo
of infantry uudor covor at closo range, as at tho
Antictam Cornfield. Such situations stir the
blood of the most sluggish Cannoneer, nervo him
to almost incredible doods, and make him oblivi-
ous of bis peril. There is nothing that can stir
tho latent heroism of aCaunoneor like the sight
of tho waist-bolt- s of tho onomy's infantry com-
ing on! Then tho only thing ho has to do is to
chuck iu tho canister as fast as ho can and got
it out again as quick as lie can, without blowing
his "Numbor 1 " from tho muszlo as tho
Kuglinb used to do with tho Sepoys iu tho
Indian Mutiny.

But you got none of tho benefit of this ex-
citement when you aro fighting batteries, at
fair range, in an artillery duel pnro aud simple.
If thoy aro in plain sight it is bolter. But if
thoy aro screened from you so that you cannot
sec your foe, as was the case with us at Spottsyl-vnni- a,

so that your ranuoaud tlio result of your
firo can bo judged only by its evident effect on
tho onomy, every man iu tho battory, from
Captain to Connoncer, is subjected to'a great
mental and moral strain, without tbo compen-
sating uifects of excitement or enthusiasm. On
such occasions tho guns will bo loaded carefully,
often reducing tho chargos by spilling some of
tlio powder on tbo ground. If firing shell or
caso, thero may be a debate between tho
Sergeant and tho G minor about the timo of tho
fuse. Then thoro may bo auothor debatcabout
tho elevation of tho piece. In tho meuntimo
tho air above you will bobluowith the mingled
tlamo aud smoke of tho onomy's shells; his
ricochet shot will bo filliug your eyes full of
dirt; his oxploding caso will bo killing or
wounding your comrades iu ovory direction.
But you must stick to your post iu perfectly
cold blood, without tho slightest inspiring or
exciting circumstance. If you are killed it will
bo by a solid shot taking your bead off, or tear-
ing out your vitals, or cutting you iu two; if
wounded, it will bo by jugged pieces of inm shell
touring your pooc body iu agoniziug gashes, or
by tho equally horrible holes mado by tho fly-

ing ounce bulls of Iron with which tbo case-sho- t

aro filled I

Taking my oxporlonco as a wholo, I think it
is always ousier for a battory to faco infantry
at cloo-quartur- s, with all tho attendant excite-
ment and enthusiasm ot" such a light, than to
stand up under a cold-bloode- d and motbodical
cannonade such us wo had nt Spottsylvania.

It is doubtless hardly proper for a mau to re-
fer to his own conduct in battlo, because ho is
not a good u judge of it, and had bettor leavo
thattnothora. But I will say that, whilo I always
bad faith that 1 would pull through the war all
right, as related iu a con versa t ion with Packard
on tho old field of Autiotoru, I was really scurod
iu this caniinnado at Spottsylvauiiu Tho fool
ing was uitterout twni that experienced at
Gettysburg; or, in fact, different from that

iu any other battle. I bad at first
an intense dosiro to got away. But of couiso I
know that I could uotdo that without incurring
ovorlasting disgrace, ovon if I did not got shot
by tho Captain or Lioutouautwith their roady
revolvers, if I uttomptcd to run. I thought I
would bo glad to got a slight wound from iv

pieco of shell, so us to be able to "fly tho red
flag" as wo used to say that is, to "show
blood"; without which no mau was over al-

lowed to go out of action lu Stewart's battery.
But after I was knocked down by tho concus-
sion, before mentioned, and got up again and
saw what havoc had been mado, this fooling
vanished. Thou I became enraged; and. as
wo had got tho exact raugo aud fusc-tim-o just
about thou, wo began to tiro moro rapidly tiiun

(Continued ou Jill pngo.)

BETWEEN TWO FLEES.

An Old Virginian's Bxperiaaees Dariig

tbo War.

HIDING TJNDEK TKB BUD.

How Virginia Da meals Amused
Themselves.

A -- DAPJOT WEDDING.

The Way Kilpntpick Took Pos-

session of Winter Quarters.

BY W3r. E. DOYLE; STEVSfSSWRSi ?.
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supposed that one
poor old individual
could have all the suf-
fering, hardship and
privation of the war
to himself, and take
all the experiences
on hfe own shoulders.
While I saw a good
deal, aud kept my
eyes opn, my neigh-bo- ra

and friends also
hud much experience j
and as all incidents
and circumstances be-

came the talk of the
County, I will give

some of their narratives. It may look bet-
ter forme. "When I was in "Washington,
after the war a3 a witness before the South-
ern Claims Commission, I went into a lager-be-er

saloon to rest myself. At the table
next to me sat one of the unchapleted he-

roes of the Union army, and he was giving a
description of the battle of Gettysburg to an
admiring friend, in which, he had so many
capital "l's" that an outsider might be led to
Vi
&'&

" GooD-iir- , Sweetheart, tkk Yatks aee
Comixg."

imagine that he whipped Bob Lee single-hande- d.

He had drawn off the lines of the
opposing armies with the tip of h3 finger
and the spilled beer on the table, and then
the action commenced. First, he went with.
Reynolds and jumped on to Hill on the
Chambersbnrg road with bth feet. Next,
he helped Howard and his Germans to gfe
out of their snap and into positien. Then
he took a fresh glass of beer while he had a
chat with Hancock. Then he fought all
over the Eonnd Tops, Cemetery Ridge and
Cnlp's Hill, and at last, whan Fiekatt'a men
charged, jumped in behind the stonewall,
witb Hays on his right and Gibbon on his
left, and welcomed them

WITH GOKY HAXnS TO HOSPITABLE
GRAVES."

I do not want to be weighed aslknowl
sized np that young man, and so, with your
kind permission, I will jot down what some
of the others have to say, who were " be-

tween two fires "like myself, and then I can
with an easier feeling recount further facta
of my own.

Miss Sarah E. Rawlins, of Stevenshnrg,
Va., tells me: " We had frequent fights and
skirmishes around our house during the
war. When Gen. Gregg went down to the
Raccoon Ford, in 1S63, a Col. Hwghey, who
had injured his knee aud ankle by his horse
falliug upon him, remained at Mr. Rkkard'a
house, with an attendant. When Gregg was
driven back he made a stand near Stavens-bnr- g,

and the Confederate battery at the
Killdee honse was throwing: shells around so
close that Col. Hnghey told our (Rickard's)
folks that they must come back out of dan-
ger. Ho cut his boot open, and his Orderly
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helped him onto his horse, snd taking-charg- e

of Mr. Rickard and his tfemily ho
conducted us back about a mile to Mr. J.
Stout's, wherehe left ns, and waving his hand
in adieu went and joined the retreating
Federal lino on the Braudy road. We have
not heard from him sinco that time.

"When theUnion troopacamo in hereto
Winter, in tho Fall of lg3, Gen. Kilpatriek
made our house his headquarters. I bocame
very well acquainted with all the staff, and
one day, in conversation with Dr. C.E. Hack-le- y,

he said to me: 'Miss Rawlins, I am very
well acquainted with a gentleman of your
name who is Gen. Grant's Adjutant-Genera- l.


